THF  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS, 

ST.  JUST  URPAN  DISTRICT  CODICIL 


Mir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1947. 

Few  natters  need  be  commented  on  except  the  fundamental  one 
of  a  proper  water  supply.  This  is  so  urgent  that  every  possible 
effort  should  be  made  to  get  the  main  scheme  for  this  area  into 
operation,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  very  low  rateable  value 
and  product  of  Id.  rate  of  the  district  have  made  progress  in 
past  years  so  very  slow. 

I  have  mentioned  the  high  death  rate  in  the  text  but  the 
attention  of  the  Council  should  be  drawn  to  this  most  important 
fact.  Another  point  of  importance  is  the  need  for  an  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  for  the  area,  as  the  lack  of  one  must  be  a  matter 
of  great  concern  to  the  District  Council,  since  at  present  it 
means  that  the  mothers  and  babies  of  the  town  are  not  getting  a 
service  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department,  and 
also  the  Clerk  and  the  officers  of  other  departments  for  their 
help.  I  must  particularly  mention  the  assistance  and  loyal 
help  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Lawry  the  Sanitary  Inspector;  his  work 
has  been  invaluable. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W,  K.  DTINSOOMPW 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPHLATION  Registrar  -General rs  estimate  mid-year  population, 

1947  :-  3,983 

Area  :-  7,761  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  :-  1426. 

Rateable  value  (at  December  31st  1947)  £9,898. 

Product  of  penny  rate  £38  12s.  3d. 


Male  Female  Total 


LIVPRIRTHS  : - 

45 

30 

75 

Legitimate : 

42 

28 

70 

Illegitimate: 

3 

2 

5 

Rate  per 

1,000  population:- 

18.8. 

STILLBIRTHS 

2 

2 

Rate  per 

1,000  total  births: 

-  26.0. 

DEATHS 

33 

48 

81 

Rate  per 

1,000  population:- 

20.3. 

INFANT  DFATHS  :- 

1 

1 

2 

Legitimate: 

1 

1 

2 

Rate  per 

1,000  livebirths:- 

26.6. 

MAT FRNAL  DEATHS  Nil. 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  0^  DFATH 


Cause 

Male  Female 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

5 

1 

r% 

o 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Ac . Inf. encephal itis 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer  (of  buc:cav:  &  oesoph:  (m) 
(uterus  (f) 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intra-cranial  Vase. lesions 

1 

3 

4 

Heart  diseases 

7 

19 

26 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  system 

2 

4 

6 

Fronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

- 

3 

Other  resp.  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Conj .  mal formations,  birth  injuries 

infant  dis. 

1 

| 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

2 

2 

All  other  causes 

5 

7 

12 

1.  Although  it  is  not  desirable 

generally 

to  comm 

ent  on 

vital  statistics  dealing  with  relatively  small  numbers, 

it  is 

important  to  point  out  that  the  number 

of  deaths 

exceeds 

the 

number  of  births.  The  death  rate  is  so  much  higher  than  that 
for  Pngland  and  ftales  as  a  whole  as  to  be  a  matter  requiring 
careful  investigation,  though  this  year  the  deaths  mainly  occurred 
in  the  higher  age  groups  (as  might  naturally  be  expected). 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCMMSTANCFS  0?  TH*1  AREA 

2.  mm 

(a)  No  improvement  took  place  to  the  supply  of  the  area,  and 
it  must  be  stated  that  it  is  quite  inadequate  in  quantity  even  as 
far  as  the  St.  Just  town  is  concerned,  while  the  arrangements 
elsewhere  are  unsatisfactory  and  those  at  Trewellard  in  particular, 
can  only  be  described  as  antique. 

(b)  During  the  year  a  proposal  was  made  by  me  to  the  Council 
that  as  the  water  in  the  reservoir  is  not  treated  in  any  way  and 
because  the  reservoir  is  not  covered  the  water  should  be  chlorinated 
as  a  simple  precaution.  This  was  rot  accepted  though  the  Council 
did  agree  to  routine  samples  being  taken  for  Bacteriological  and 
Chemical  examination.  I  must  put  on  record,  however,  that  in  my 
opinion,  the  Council  continues  to  run  an  unnecessary  risk.  There 
is  no  question  that  when  at  length  the  main  scheme  comes  into 
operation  it  will  be  the  greatest  boon  which  the  people  could  ever 
be  given. 

(c)  CORNWALL  WATNR  SHRVFY.  The  Report  was  published 
during  the  year  of  the  Consultant  Engineers  engaged  by  the  Cornwall 
County  Council  (Messrs.  Pinnie,  Deacon  and  Gourley).  The  Scheme 
for  supplying  water  for  the  Lands  Pnd  area  in  general,  and  for 

St.  Just  tj.d.C.  in  particular  envisages  the  Penzance  Waterworks  and 
the  Drift  Dam  as  the  main  suppliers,  pumping  from  there  to  a 
500,000  gall,  service  reservoir  at  about  530  A.O.D.  This  should 
allow  a  gravity  supply  to  the  Trewellard  and  Pendeen  side.  It  is 
essential,  however,  in  my  opinion,  to  consider  using  to  the  utmost 
possible  extent,  the  existing  million  gallon  reservoir  already 
serving  St.  Just  town. 

Pour  Water  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year ,  the  analysis  of  one 


being  as  follows:- 
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"Specimen  -  Water  Taken  from  standpipe  on  the 
St.  Just  Water  Supply,  at  Garn  Rosavern. 

Result :- 

Total  number  organisms  growing  at 

37  deg. G. in  24  hr 3:  44  per  ml. 

do.  in  48  hrs:  3,712  per  ml. 

Total  number  organisms  growing  at 

22  deg .0. in  72  hrs:  56  per  ml. 

I.A.G.  group  .  0  per  100  ml. 

Typical  P.  coli .  0  per  100  ml. 

1 

P.  welchii  .  0  per  50  ml. 

The  Results  are  satisfactory  n 
Number  of  houses  without  a  piped  supply  518. 

3.  SEWERAGE 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  sewer  in  St.  Just  was  extended  to 
the  top  of  Garn  Rosavern  thus  benefiting  a  number  of  houses. 
However,  during  the  year  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
dealing  with  the  sewerage  from  the  Nancherrow  side  of  the  town, 
involving  about  100  or  so  houses.  The  sewage  runs  through  pipes 
to  a  cesspit  about  4  mile  from  the  Town  Hall.  This  pit  is  full 
and  overflowing,  and  was  the  subject  of  a  complaint  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  To  deal  with  it  however,  is  difficult,  and  eventually 
the  Oouncil  resolved  to  call  in  a  Consultant  Engineer  to  advise 
them  not  only  on  this  immediate  problem,  but  on  the  associated  one 
of  sewering  the  Tregeseal  area,  and  also  how  to  cope  with  the 
problems  in  the  other  parts  of  the  district. 

In  dealing  with  the  problems  of  sewerage  it  is  necessary  to 
remember  that  before  we  can  have  proper  sewerage  we  must  first 

have  an  adequate  water  supply. 

/ 

4.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

This  has  been  a  year  of  fairly  low  incidence,  and  the  town 
escaped  the  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  which  gave  rise  to  such 
anxiety  elsewhere. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  proceeded  with,  routine  sessions 
being  held  monthly  as  usual  while  two  relatively  well  attended 
special  sessions  were  held  at  Pendeen.  The  following  figures 
show  the  position 

Total  immunised  from  1941 

Immunised  during  1947.  to  December  1947 . 

Under  1  year  Over  1  year  Refresher  Under  15  years  of  age 

Doses 

54  3  7  788 


INWTIOUS  DISPAS  PS  NOTIPI  PD  DURING  THP  YEAR 


. .  . ] 

Disease 

0  - 

— r 

5  I 

i 

5  - 

-15 

-  1 

15-25 

. .  -  " 

25-45 

!j 

45-and  over 

.  f  i 

M.j 

p.  j 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P.  1 

■  Measles 

11 

3  ! 

6” 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

:! 

u 

Diphtheria 

» 

l 

1 

1 

i 

- 

i 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

1 

•m*  j; 

1' 

Pneumonia 

- 

I 

1 

—  1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

_ 

— 

{ 

TUBERCULOSIS 


t 

Age  Group  ! 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

New  Cases 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

New  Cases- 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

_ _ „! 

0-  1 

! 

| 

i 

- 

| 

- 

! 

i 

- 

1 

i ! 

1-  5 

! 

i 

- 

-  . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  ij 

5-15 

i 

,  1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i] 

15-25 

- 

1 

- 

i  j 

25-45 

7 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

• 

i  i 

45  &  over 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1 1 

TOTAL 

7 

3 

L  - - — - - - 

5 

i 

1 

i 

i 

- 
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5. 


HOUSING 


The  position  can  only  he  described  as  had.  There  is  a  long 
waiting  list,  few  houses  are  being  built  and  a  relatively  large 
number  is  a  long  way  below  present  day  standards  and  in  addition 
lack  water  and  sewerage. 

The  following  houses  were  built  by  the  Council 

during  the  year  : -  NIL. 

4  Houses  were  dealt  with  under  Sections  9  and  11  respectively 

of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 


6.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  County  Council's  proposals  are  summarised  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  report,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  with  its  population  of 
just  under  4,000  the  town  will  have  only  one  representative  on  the 
Area  Committee. 

7.  DPVPLOPMPNT 

A  point  which  needs  attention  in  view  of  its  national  importance 
is  that  though  the  town  at  present  has  only  one  major  industry,  i.e. 
the  Geevor  Mine,  it  is  being  discovered  as  abase  for  holidays, 
possessing  as  it  does  within  its  boundaries  some  of  the  finest  cliff 
scenery  and  walks  in  England.  This  has  been  if  anything  increased 
by  the  announcement  that  this  is  part  of  the  Cornwall  Conservation 
Area  which  should  preserve  this  beauty  of  the  countryside  as  a 
national  inheritance.  To  this  is  added  the  Lands  Pnd  and  St.  Ives 
coastal  road  -  one  of  the  finest  marine  drives  anywhere  in  the 
wor Id . 

The  repercussions  of  the  above  development  on  the  town's  water 
supply  and  the  necessity  for  safeguarding  and  augmenting  it  should 
not  need  to  be  further  stressed  but  it  gives  point  if  one  were 
required  to  my  remarks  on  the  town's  water  supply  while  the  necessity 
for  the  control  of  camping  sites  is  obvious. 
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APPENDIX 

National  Health  Service  Act 

Part  III 

SUMMARY  OE  PROPOSALS  RY  THE  CORNWALL  GOWY  COUNCIL 


1.  ADMINISTRATION 

(A)  The  County  to  he  divided  into  7  areas  with  a  sub-committee  in 
each  area  responsible  to  the  County  Health  Committee  for  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  the  services  to  be  provided  under  the  Act.  Representa¬ 
tion  on  the  Area  Committee  to  be:- 

(a)  by  County  Council  Members  (12  Members  of 
tne  Health  Committee ) ; 

(b)  from  the  County  District  Councils  forming 

the  area  in  the  proportion  of  1  representative 
per  10,000  population; 

(c)  1  Me nber  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the 
following  :- 

(i)  St.  John  Ambulance  Prigade; 

(ii)  British  Red  Cross  Society; 

(iii)  The  County  Nursing  Association. 

( p)  Divisional  Medical  Officers  to  be  appointed  who  will  hold  the 
combined  post  of  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  County  Districts  comprised  in  each  area.  Except 
in  two  areas  these  Divisional  Medical  Officers  are  not  also  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers.  This  area  (Cornwall  No.  1)  consists  of 
Penzance  and  St.  Ives  Boroughs,  West  Penwith  R.D.,  and  St.  Just 
Mr ban  District. 

(C)  In  each  area  an  area  office  to  be  set  up  together  with  the 
necessary  clerical  staff  to  cover  all  the  services.  The  Chief 
Clerk  to  be  the  authorised  officer  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat¬ 
ment  Act 3  (as  amended  by  National  Health  Service  Act). 


2. 


CARE  oe  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN;  Section  22. 


(a)  Weekly  ante- natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics  to  be  held. 

(b)  Consulting  ante-natal  and  paediatric  clinics  also  to  be  held 
weekly. 


In  Cornwall  No.  1  Area  clinics  to  be  held  as  follows:- 


(a)  Ante-natal :- 


(i)  Routine:-  Penzance  ) 

St.  Ives  ) 

Hayle  )  weekly 
St.  Just  ) 


Consulting 
Penzance 
weekly . 


(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

(i)  Routine:-  Penzance  )  3  weekly  )  Consulting 

St.  Ives  )  1  do.  )  Paediatric 

Hayle  )  1  do.  )  clinics  Pen- 

St.  Just  )  1  fortnightly)  zance  weekly. 
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DTNTAL  CART 
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In  view  of  the  importance  attached  to  the  dental  care  of 
mothers  and  young  children  the  number  of  dentists  at  present  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  County  Council  will  be  increased.  The  work  will  be 
carried  out  at  various  dental  centres.  The  manufacture  and  repair 
oi  dentures  will  be  carried  out  in  a  central  county  dental  labora¬ 
tory.  Tor  this  area  the  centres  are  located  as  follows: - 

Penzance 
St.  Ives 
Hayle 

3.  MID  WIT  try ;  Section  S3. 

133  District  Midwives  to  be  employed  bv  the  Local  Authority; 
supervision  by  an  assistant  superintendent  m  each  of  the  admini¬ 
strative  areas. 


Tor  Cornwall  No.  1  area  it  is 
follows:- 

Par ishes 

proposed  to  employ  the 

Nurses 

staff 

D.N. ,Mid,H.V. 

Gen.&  Midw. 

Total 

Hayle ,Gwinear-Gwithian ,St . Trth 

3 

3 

Marazion, St. Hilary, Perranuthnoe 

1 

— 

1 

Ludgvan  . 

1 

— 

1 

St . Ives  Por ough,  Zennor ,T owednack 

2 

1 

3 

Madron.  Saner eed . 

St  .Just  H. D. ,  Morvah . 

1 

- 

1 

2 

— 

2 

St .Levan  &  Sennen,St .Pur yan, Paul 

2 

- 

2 

Penzance  Por  ough  . 

— 

4 

4 

12 

HTALTH  VISITING  STRVICP;  Section  34. 

5 

17 

As  it  would  be  uneconomical  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  County 
by  wholetime  Health  Visitors,  it  is  proposed  to  employ  only  32,  the 
rest  of  the  Health  Visiting  being  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  as  provided  in  (3)  above. 

Tor  Cornwall  No.  1  area  5  wholetime  Health  Visitors/ School 
Nurses  will  be  employed  for  Penzance  and  1  wholetime  Health  Visitor/ 
School  Nurse  for  St.  Ives. 

5.  HOME  NHRSING  SERVICE;  Section  35. 

As  the  Home  Nursing  Service  in  the  county  is  at  present  carried 
out  by  the  District  Nurses  it  is  proposed  to  continue  this.  Tor 
Area  No.  1  the  distribution  is  that  shown  under  (3)  above. 

3.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION ;  Section  26. 

Regular  sessions  for  the  Immunisation  of  children  under  5  to  be 
held  as  part  of  the  normal  welfare  centre  sessions.  The  centres,  will  be 
those  with  an  immediate  population  of  2,000  and  over.  Otherwise  m 
rural  areas  immunisation  to  be  by  arrangement  with  general  practi¬ 
tioners  except  in  exceptionally  isolated  areas  when  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  for  transport  to  a  centre  may  be  made. 

Vaccination  sessions  will  also  be  held  as  required  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres.  All  members  of  the  staff  will  be  encouraged  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  parents  the  facilities  available  for  the 
immunisation  and  vaccination  of  children. 
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7.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE;  Section  37, 

The  arrangements  will  utilise  the  services  of  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  brigade  and  the  British  Red  Gross  Society  to  the  limits 
of  their  capacity  but  it  is  proposed  to  have  paid  staff  for  day  duty 
from  7.a. m.  to  7  p.m.,  Monday  to  Friday  and  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  on 
Saturdays,  and  rely  on  the  services  of  the  voluntary  workers  at 
night  and  at  week-ends.  The  hospital  car  service  organisation  will 
continue  but  it  will  be  integrated  into  the  new  service.  The  divi¬ 
sional  areas  already  mentioned  will  be  divided  into  (a)  main  centres  - 
manned  by  paid  staff  as  above  and  (b)  country  centres  -  manned  en¬ 
tirely  by  voluntary  staff.  All  drivers  and  attendants  to  hold  an 
approved  1st  Aid  Certificate  and  to  be  interchangeable  in  their 
duties.  If  necessary  wholetime  staff  can  be  increased  to  100  (at 
present  25)  and  up  to  12  sitting  case  cars  provided.  For  Area  No.l 
the  main  centre  will  be  held  at  Penzance  and  country  centres  will 
be  held  at  St.  Ives,  Pendeen  and  Goldsithney.  A  whole  time  driver 
will  be  provided  also  in  the  Hayle/St.  Ives  Area. 

3.  MENTAL  HFALTH  SERVICES;  Sections  28  and  51. 

A  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  will  carry  out  the  detailed 
administration  of  the  service  centrally;  a  Psychiatrist  to  be 
appointed  to  co-ordinate  this  service  but  to  be  responsible  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer . 

The  Chief  Clerks  in  the  Divisional  Offices  to  be  authorised 
officers  to  carry  out  the  work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts.  Three  psychiatric  social  workers  to  be  appointed  who  in 
addition  to  duties  under  the  proposals  will  also  carry  out  work 
for  the  Education  Committee  for  the  Child  Guidance  Service. 

As  far  as  the  training  of  mental  defectives  is  concerned,  it 
is  not  proposed  to  provide  any  occupational  or  industrial  centres 
at  present. 

9.  CARF  AMD  AFTER  CARF  QF  ILLNESS;  Section  28. 

There  will  be  integration  of  the  work  of  the  specialists  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Hoard  with  the  Local  Authority’s  Service 
especially  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis.  After  care  arrangements 
for  other  illnesses  to  be  similar.  Nursing  equipment  and  apparatus 
to  be  loaned  or  hired  to  patients  who  are  being  nursed  at  home. . 
Stocks  of  such  apparatus  to  be  kept  in  the  area  offices.  .  Continuous 
health  education  will  be  organised  centrally,  but  the  divisional 
Medical  Officers  will  also  be  responsible  together  with  the  other 
area  staffs. 

10.  DOMESTIC  HELP;  Section  29 . 

(a)  General  administrative  arrangements  as  for  the  other  services. 

(b)  The  County  proposed  to  appoint  a  County  Organiser  but  to 

delegate  the  day  to  day  administration  to  the  area  committees. 

(c)  Whole-time  domestic  helps  to  be  appointed  in  the  principal  # 

towns  and  the  services  of  part-time  helps  to  be  utilised  m 
the  rural  areas. 

For  Cornwall  No.  1  area,  whole- time  helps  will  be  employed  as 
follows:- 


Penzance  2 . 
St,  Ives  1. 
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